Unit 2 Review Lesson: Networks of Exchange & Empire (c. 1200–1450)

Measurable Objectives
By the end of this lesson, you will be able to:
1. Correctly define and apply at least 8 Unit 2 vocabulary terms in context.
2. Answer 8 AP-style stimulus MCQs with at least 75% accuracy.
3. Write a complete SAQ (A–B–C) using specific historical evidence.
4. Construct a defensible thesis and evidence plan for a Unit 2 LEQ/DBQ-style prompt.

Target Vocabulary (Unit 2)
Trade & Economy: caravanserai, credit/bills of exchange, luxury goods, money economy
Empire & Governance: Pax Mongolica, khanate, administration, conquest
Technology & Environment: monsoon winds, compass, astrolabe, camel saddle
Culture & Exchange: diaspora, syncretism, cultural diffusion

Part 1 — Retrieval Warm-Up (5 minutes, silent)
Answer each in 1–2 sentences.
1. Identify ONE reason trade networks expanded after 1200.

2. Identify ONE way the Mongol Empire influenced exchange or communication.

3. Identify ONE similarity OR difference between two trade networks (Silk Roads, Indian Ocean, Trans-Saharan).

Part 2 — Vocabulary in Context (7 minutes)
Match each term to the correct description.
A. Predictable seasonal wind system used for navigation
B. Mongol-era stability that encouraged trade
C. Roadside inn for merchants and animals
D. Community living outside homeland but maintaining culture
E. Early banking system avoiding coin transport
F. Blending of cultural or religious traditions
G. Navigation tool measuring stars for latitude
H. Expensive goods traded long distances
1. Monsoon winds ___
2. Pax Mongolica ___
3. Caravanserai ___
4. Diaspora ___
5. Credit / bills of exchange ___
6. Syncretism ___
7. Astrolabe ___
8. Luxury goods ___

Unit Summary
Between 1200 and 1450, the world became more interconnected than ever before through expanding networks of exchange, empire-building, and technological adaptation. Unit 2 examines how trade routes, environmental knowledge, and imperial power reshaped economies, cultures, and societies across Afro-Eurasia, laying foundations for an increasingly global world.

The growth of the Silk Roads after 1200 demonstrates how commercial innovation and political stability can revive long-distance trade. New practices such as credit systems, paper money, and caravanserai reduced risk and encouraged merchants to travel farther. Demand for luxury goods—silk, porcelain, spices, and precious metals—stimulated production and fueled the rise of prosperous trading cities that became hubs of cultural interaction.

At the center of this expansion stood the Mongol Empire, whose conquests dramatically altered Eurasian history. Through military mobility and effective administration, the Mongols created the largest contiguous land empire in history. Once conquest gave way to governance, Mongol rulers promoted trade, communication, and tolerance across their territories. The resulting Pax Mongolica made travel safer, revived overland routes, and linked distant regions through relay systems, passports, and unified laws.

The Indian Ocean trade network highlights the critical role of environment and technology in shaping exchange. Merchants relied on predictable monsoon winds, advanced ship designs, and navigational tools such as the compass and astrolabe to move goods across vast maritime distances. Powerful port cities like Kilwa, Calicut, and Malacca flourished as centers of commerce where merchants from Africa, the Middle East, South Asia, and East Asia interacted for extended periods.

Trade networks did more than move goods; they moved people, ideas, and beliefs. Diasporic merchant communities spread religions, especially Islam, and created new blended cultures such as those of the Swahili Coast. Cultural diffusion was intensified by Mongol policies of openness and by large-scale diplomatic ventures such as Zheng He’s voyages, which expanded contact between China and the wider Indian Ocean world without direct conquest.

The trans-Saharan trade network further illustrates how technology and environmental adaptation transformed barriers into corridors of exchange. Camel saddles, caravan organization, and oasis knowledge enabled merchants to cross the Sahara, linking West Africa to Mediterranean and Islamic markets. These routes supported the rise of powerful African states and integrated them into Afro-Eurasian economic systems.

Across all these cases, Unit 2 emphasizes causation, continuity, and change. Trade expanded because of technological innovation, environmental knowledge, and political stability; it continued long-standing exchange patterns while dramatically increasing scale and intensity; and it reshaped societies through economic growth, cultural interaction, and the spread of disease and technology. Together, these developments show how the period from 1200 to 1450 marked a decisive step toward a more interconnected world, setting the stage for the global transformations of the early modern era.



Part 3 — Stimulus-Based MCQs (13 minutes)
Underline evidence in each stimulus that supports your answer.

[bookmark: _Hlk219897259]MCQ 1 – Silk Roads
Stimulus: “Caravanserai, paper money, and credit systems reduced risk and increased the volume of long-distance trade.”
Which factor most directly explains Silk Roads expansion?
A. Decline of cities forced merchants into rural markets
B. Commercial innovations lowered costs and dangers of trade 
C. Elimination of luxury demand ended interregional exchange
ANSWER: ___

MCQ 2 – Mongol Empire
Stimulus: “Merchants could travel safely across vast territories under Mongol protection.”
This best supports which conclusion?
A. Trade declined due to constant insecurity under Mongol rule
B. Mongols discouraged commerce to control local economies
C. Mongol rule facilitated interregional trade and communication 
ANSWER: ___

MCQ 3 – Indian Ocean
Stimulus: “Merchants timed voyages with seasonal monsoon winds.”
The passage best illustrates
A. Environmental knowledge enabling predictable long-distance trade
B. Environmental barriers preventing maritime exchange
C. Random weather patterns limiting merchant planning
ANSWER: ___

MCQ 4 – Indian Ocean Technology
Stimulus: “The compass allowed sailors to travel even when stars were hidden.”
Which effect followed this innovation?
A. Reduced cultural contact across ocean basins
B. Decline of shipbuilding due to overreliance on land routes
C. Increased confidence and frequency of maritime voyages 
ANSWER: ___

MCQ 5 – Cultural Exchange
Stimulus: “Muslim merchants built mosques and married locally in port cities.”
This is best described as
A. Forced cultural conversion through imperial conquest
B. Diasporic communities spreading religion and culture 
C. Cultural isolation caused by long-distance trade
ANSWER: ___

MCQ 6 – Trans-Saharan Trade
Stimulus: “Camel saddles allowed heavy loads to cross the Sahara.”
Which development resulted?
A. Growth of West African states through trade taxation
B. Decline of desert routes in favor of maritime trade
C. Reduced contact between North and West Africa
ANSWER: ___

MCQ 7 – Comparison
Stimulus: “All major networks depended on specialized knowledge.”
Which comparison is most accurate?
A. Trade networks operated independently without shared patterns
B. All networks used identical ships and navigation methods
C. Each network relied on different environmental and technological adaptations 
ANSWER: ___

MCQ 8 – Effects of Exchange
Stimulus: “Trade networks spread goods, ideas, diseases, and technologies.”
Which outcome reflects this process?
A. Isolation of societies from foreign influence
B. Increased cultural interaction and technological diffusion
C. Elimination of regional diversity
ANSWER: ___

SAQ Practice 
Answer A, B, and C (2–3 sentences each).
A. Identify ONE cause of the growth of exchange networks after 1200.

B. Explain ONE effect of Mongol expansion on trade or communication.

C. Explain ONE similarity OR difference between Indian Ocean and Silk Roads trade.


LEQ Preparation 
Prompt:
Evaluate the extent to which technological and environmental factors drove the expansion of trade networks from 1200–1450.
1. Thesis (ONE sentence; address “extent”):

2. Evidence Plan (choose TWO networks)
Network 1: __________________
• Evidence 1: ______________________________________________
• Evidence 2: ______________________________________________
Network 2: __________________
• Evidence 1: ______________________________________________
• Evidence 2: ______________________________________________
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