AP World History DBQ – Color-Coded 7/7 Essay Skeleton
Color Key (Students should memorize this):
· 🟦 Contextualization 
· 🟩 Thesis / Claim 
· 🟨 Document Evidence 
· 🟪 Sourcing (POV / Purpose / Audience / Situation) 
· 🟧 Outside Evidence 
· 🟥 Complexity (qualification, nuance, multiple perspectives) 

Paragraph 1 – Introduction
🟦 Before the period in the prompt, _____________________________.
🟦 This was significant because _____________________________.
🟦 These broader developments led to _____________________________.
🟩 Although ____________________________,
🟩 overall ____________________________ because ____________________________
🟩 and ____________________________, while ____________________________ limited or complicated these changes.

Paragraph 2 – Body Paragraph 1 (Category 1)
🟩 One major way that ____________________________ affected ____________________________ was _____________________________.
🟨 Document 1 shows _____________________________.
🟨 This supports the argument that _____________________________.
🟨 Document 2 demonstrates _____________________________.
🟨 This is important because _____________________________.
🟪 Because the author/audience/purpose/situation of Document 2 is ____________________________,
🟪 this reveals _____________________________.
🟨 Document 3 further supports this by showing _____________________________.
🟩 Therefore, _____________________________.



Paragraph 3 – Body Paragraph 2 (Category 2)
🟩 Another important effect/cause was _____________________________.
🟨 Document 4 reveals _____________________________.
🟨 This matters because _____________________________.
🟨 Document 5 suggests _____________________________.
🟨 This supports the idea that _____________________________.
🟪 Since this document was created by/for ____________________________,
🟪 it highlights _____________________________ because _____________________________.
🟧 This is also supported by outside evidence such as ____________________________,
🟧 which shows _____________________________.
🟩 Thus, _____________________________.

Paragraph 4 – Body Paragraph 3 (Complexity Paragraph)
🟥 However, the impact of ____________________________ was not uniform.
🟨 Document 6 shows ____________________________,
🟥 while Document 7 suggests _____________________________.
🟥 This contrast reveals that ____________________________ depended on _____________________________.
🟪 Because Document 7 was created in the context of ____________________________,
🟪 it reflects _____________________________.
🟥 Although ____________________________,
🟥 older systems such as ____________________________ continued to shape outcomes.
🟥 This demonstrates that _____________________________.

Conclusion (Optional but Strong)
🟩 In conclusion, _____________________________.
🟥 While ____________________________, it is clear that _____________________________.



Check:
· Did I include 🟦 context clearly? 
· Did I write a real 🟩 argument (not a restatement)? 
· Did I use 6–7 🟨 documents? 
· Did I include 🟧 outside evidence? 
· Did I explain 🟪 sourcing (at least 2, ideally more)? 
· Did I show 🟥 complexity (not just at the end, but in reasoning)?
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