DBQ Planning Worksheet
Topic 7.1 — Shifting Power After 1900
DBQ Prompt
Evaluate the extent to which internal and external factors contributed to political change in states after 1900.

PART 1 — Prompt Breakdown
Time Period: ___________________________________________
Task (What are you being asked to do?):
Required Categories:
· Internal Factors: ________________________________________ 
· External Factors: ________________________________________ 

PART 2 — Contextualization (3–5 sentences)
Instructions:
Explain what the world looked like before or around 1900, and connect it to why political change occurred.







PART 3 — Document Grouping (Build Your Argument)
Instructions:
Group the documents into categories that will become your body paragraphs.
Group 1 — Internal Causes of Political Change
Documents: _______________________________________________
What is the argument for this group?



Group 2 — External Causes of Political Change
Documents: _______________________________________________
What is the argument for this group?




Group 3 — Nationalism / Responses to Political Change
Documents: _______________________________________________
What is the argument for this group?




PART 4 — Using Documents as Evidence
Instructions:
For at least 6 documents, explain how they support your argument.

Document #: ______
This document supports the argument because:



Document #: ______
This document supports the argument because:



Document #: ______
This document supports the argument because:



Document #: ______
This document supports the argument because:



Document #: ______
This document supports the argument because:



Document #: ______
This document supports the argument because:



PART 5 — Sourcing (HIPP) — MUST SUPPORT YOUR ARGUMENT
Instructions:
Choose 3 documents and explain sourcing AND why it matters.

Document #: ______
HIPP Category (circle one): POV / Purpose / Historical Situation / Audience
Explanation:

Why this matters for the argument:



Document #: ______
HIPP Category (circle one): POV / Purpose / Historical Situation / Audience
Explanation:

Why this matters for the argument:



Document #: ______
HIPP Category (circle one): POV / Purpose / Historical Situation / Audience
Explanation:

Why this matters for the argument:



PART 6 — Outside Evidence (Required for 7/7)
Instructions:
Provide one specific historical example NOT in the documents.
Example you will use:

How it supports your argument:







PART 7 — Thesis Writing
Requirements:
· Must answer the prompt 
· Must include degree (extent) 
· Must include internal AND external factors 
· Must provide a line of reasoning 

Write your thesis (1–2 sentences):




FINAL CHECK (Before Moving to Essay Writing)
✔ I have a clear argument (not description)
✔ My documents are grouped into categories
✔ I used at least 6 documents as evidence
✔ My sourcing explains WHY it matters
✔ I included outside evidence
✔ My thesis includes extent + categories
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