DBQ Lesson 1 - STUDENT PLANNING PAGES 

1. Understanding the Prompt
DBQ Prompt
Evaluate the extent to which the Mongol Empire transformed Afro-Eurasian trade, communication, and cultural exchange in the period 1200–1350.

What the Prompt Is Asking You To Do
You must evaluate extent (how much? in what ways? how significantly?), and you must address three required categories:
1. Trade
2. Communication
3. Cultural Exchange

Your essay must make a claim, supported by the documents and outside evidence, about how the Mongols transformed these systems.

2. Contextualization Planning Space
(Write 3–4 sentences connecting the Mongol Empire to broader developments in Afro-Eurasia. Use the space below.)
· What was Afro-Eurasia like before the rise of the Mongols?
· What long-distance networks existed?
· What political or cultural conditions shaped Silk Road traffic?
· What new opportunities or dangers did travelers face before Mongol expansion?

Planning Notes:






3. Grouping the Documents (Organize Into 2–3 Buckets)
You should sort the seven documents into analytical groups, which will shape your body paragraphs.

Write which documents fit each category.

Possible Grouping Frame A — By Theme
Trade:
Docs: ______________________________________________________
Communication / Governance:
Docs: ______________________________________________________
Cultural Exchange:
Docs: ______________________________________________________




Possible Grouping Frame B — By Point of View
Positive depictions of Mongol governance:
Docs: ______________________________________________________
Mixed/analytical depictions:
Docs: ______________________________________________________
Critical or negative depictions:
Docs: ______________________________________________________

Possible Grouping Frame C — By Geographic Region
East Asia / China:
Docs: ______________________________________________________
Central Asia / Persia:
Docs: ______________________________________________________
Europe / the Mediterranean:
Docs: ______________________________________________________

Use whichever grouping system best supports your argument.

4. HIPP / Sourcing Planning Table
You must explain three documents using POV, Purpose, Historical Situation, or Audience.

Use this organizer to plan which documents you will source.
	Document #
	HIPP Category to Use
	Notes on How It Supports Your Argument

	Doc ___
	POV / Purpose / Situation / Audience
	

	Doc ___
	POV / Purpose / Situation / Audience
	

	Doc ___
	POV / Purpose / Situation / Audience
	

	(Optional extra) Doc ___
	
	




5. Using Evidence From the Documents
Minimum Requirement:
· Use at least 6 documents.
· Explain how each supports your argument (do NOT summarize only).

Below is a simple tracker:
	Document #
	How you will use it as evidence (1–2 sentences)

	Doc 1
	


	Doc 2
	


	Doc 3
	


	Doc 4
	


	Doc 5
	


	Doc 6
	


	Doc 7
	




6. Outside Evidence (1 Required Minimum)
Choose a specific historical detail from the period 1200–1450 that does not appear in the documents but supports your argument.

Examples
· Yam system
· Paizi passport tablets
· Relay communication networks
· Mongol promotion of merchants
· Spread of printing/gunpowder
· Ilkhanate translation academies
· Mongol postal relays
· Marco Polo’s return journey
· Spread of the Black Death
· Mongol tax farming reforms

For the evidence you choose, write why it’s your choice:





7. Complexity Planning (Choose ONE Method)
AP requires you to show nuance, multiple perspectives, or historical connections.
Choose one of the following:
· Continuity vs. Change
Were some parts of exchange networks stable even as others changed?
· Multiple perspectives
How did Muslims, Europeans, Chinese, and Mongols see events differently?
· Unintended consequences
How did the opening of trade routes contribute to the spread of plague?
· Comparison
Compare Mongol-era Silk Roads with earlier Silk Road periods (Han, Tang, Abbasid).

Write your complexity idea here:
[bookmark: _Hlk215055997]




8. Essay Outline Organizer (No Sample Provided)
Thesis (1–2 sentences)





Body Paragraph 1 — Group 1
Topic Sentence: ____________________________________________
Documents Used: ____________________________________________
Sourcing/HIPP Used: ____________________________________________
Explanation: ________________________________________________

Body Paragraph 2 — Group 2
Topic Sentence: ____________________________________________
Documents Used: ____________________________________________
Sourcing/HIPP Used: ____________________________________________
Explanation: ________________________________________________

Body Paragraph 3 — Group 3 (Optional)
Topic Sentence: ____________________________________________
Documents Used: ____________________________________________
Sourcing/HIPP Used: ____________________________________________
Explanation: ________________________________________________

Conclusion
· Tie your argument together
· Add optional complexity
· Reconnect to broader historical developments





9. Quick Reference: What You MUST Include
· Thesis (1 point)
· Contextualization (1 point)
· Use 6–7 documents (1 point)
· Support argument with documents (1 point)
· Source 3 documents (POV / Purpose / Situation / Audience) (1 point)
· Outside evidence (1 point)
· Demonstrate complexity (1 point)
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