
The Story of Gaygayoma Who Lives in the Sky

A man named Aponitolau was weaving a basket under his house. He began to feel very hungry. He wanted something sweet to eat. He remembered that he had not planted anything in his field yet. He called up to his wife, Aponibolinayen, who was inside the house. "Come, Aponibolinayen," he said. "Let us go to the field and plant some sugar-cane."Aponibolinayen came down with a bamboo tube. She went to the spring to fill it with water. Aponitolau cut pieces of sugar-cane to plant. Then they walked to their field, which was far from their house.Aponitolau used a long stick to dig holes in the earth. He put the cuttings in the ground. His wife sprinkled them with water from her bamboo tube. When they were done, they went home. They were happy thinking about the sweet cane they would have.
After seven days, Aponitolau went to check the field. He saw that the plants had long, pointy leaves. This made him very happy. He was impatient, so he used his magic to make the cane grow very fast.Five days later, he went back. The cane was tall and ready to eat! He hurried home to tell his wife. She was proud of her powerful husband.
Around this time, a girl named Gaygayoma looked down from the sky. Her father was Bagbagak, a big star. Her mother was Sinag, the moon. Gaygayoma saw the tall sugar-cane and really wanted to chew some.She called to her father. "Oh, Father, please send the stars down to get some of that sugar-cane. I must have it!"Bagbagak sent the stars down to earth. They jumped over the bamboo fence around the field. Each star broke off a stalk of cane. They also picked some special beans that had stems made of gold.
Gaygayoma loved what the stars brought. She cooked the golden beans and chewed the sweet cane for a long time.When it was all gone, she wanted more. She called to her father again."Come, Father, let's go to the place where the sugar-cane grows. I want to see it."Bagbagak and many stars followed Gaygayoma down to the field. Some sat on the fence. Others stood in the middle of the field. They all ate as much cane as they wanted.
The next day, Aponitolau said to his wife, "I am going to the field to check the fence. I want to make sure no carabao can get in to eat our cane."When he got to the field, he saw chewed-up cane stalks. He knew someone had been there. In the middle of the field, he found a piece of gold on the ground."How strange," he said to himself. "I think a beautiful girl must have chewed my cane. I will watch tonight. Maybe she will come back.” When it got dark, he hid in the tall grass near the field to wait.


Suddenly, bright lights blinded him. Stars were falling from the sky! He heard someone breaking the cane. A huge star, as bright as fire, fell into the field. Then, near the fence, a beautiful shape took off her dress that looked like a star. She looked as beautiful as a rainbow. Aponitolau had never seen anything like this. He shook with fear."What should I do?" he thought. "If I don't scare them, they might eat me."He jumped up and shouted, frightening the stars. They all flew back up into the sky.The pretty girl came back to get her dress. She found Aponitolau sitting on it."Please forgive us," she said. "Your sugar-cane is very sweet. We wanted some to chew.""You are welcome to the sugar-cane," said Aponitolau. "But first, we must tell each other our names. It is our custom. "He gave her a betel-nut to chew. Then he said, "Now, it is our custom to tell our names.” "You tell first," said the girl. "My name is Aponitolau. I am the husband of Aponibolinayen.” "I am Gaygayoma. My father is Bagbagak and my mother is Sinag. They live up in the sky," said the girl. "Now, Aponitolau, even though you have a wife, I will take you up to the sky. I want to marry you. If you say no, I will call my star friends to eat you."Aponitolau shook with fear. He knew she was a spirit. He was too scared to say no, so he promised to go with her.The stars dropped a large basket. Aponitolau stepped in with Gaygayoma. They were pulled up through the air to the sky.A giant star was there to meet them. It was Gaygayoma's father. He told Aponitolau he had made a smart choice. If he had said no, the other stars would have eaten him.
Aponitolau lived with the stars for some time. One day, Gaygayoma asked him to pick between her last two fingers. When he did, a beautiful baby boy popped out! They named him Takyayen. The boy grew very fast and was very strong. Aponitolau had never forgotten his wife, Aponibolinayen. He knew she was looking for him on earth, but he was afraid to tell the stars. When the boy was three months old, he asked Gaygayoma if he could go back to earth.
At first, she said no. But he begged and begged. Finally, she said he could go for one moon (one month). If he did not come back, she would send the stars to eat him. She called for the basket. They were lowered to the earth. Aponitolau got out. Gaygayoma and the baby went back to the sky. Aponibolinayen was so happy to see her husband! She had thought he was dead. She had been so sad she couldn't eat and had become very thin. She loved listening to his stories about living with the stars. She was so happy that when it was time for him to leave, she would not let him go. That night, many stars came to the house. Some stood in the windows. Others stood outside by the walls. They were so bright the house looked like it was on fire. Aponitolau was terrified.
"You have done wrong to keep me!" he cried to his wife. "I was afraid the stars would eat me! Now they are here. You must hide me!” Before his wife could answer, a loud voice called out. It was Bagbagak. "Do not hide, Aponitolau! We know you are in the corner of the house. Come out, or we will eat you!” Aponitolau was shaking, but he came out. The stars asked if he would come with them. He was too scared to say no. Gaygayoma liked Aponitolau very much. She had told the stars not to hurt him if he was willing to come back. So when he said yes, they put him in the basket and flew away with him. Aponibolinayen was left alone, feeling very sad. After that, Aponitolau visited the earth many times. But he always went back to the sky to be with Gaygayoma, just as she commanded. One day, Aponitolau brought his son, Takyayen, down to earth. He wanted the boy to meet his other son, Kanag. Takyayen loved the world. Everything was new and wonderful. He wanted to stay forever.
While the two boys were playing outside, big drops of water began to fall on them. The sun was still shining. Kanag ran to his mother. "Mother, it is raining, but the sun is out!” Aponitolau looked out. "No," he said. "Those are not raindrops. Those are the tears of Gaygayoma. She sees her son down here, and she is crying for him.” Then he took Takyayen back to his mother in the sky. She was very happy to see him.
After that, Takyayen still visited the earth. But every time his mother's tears began to fall, he knew it was time to go home to her. When he was grown up, his father found him a wife on earth. Takyayen came to live on the earth for good. But his mother, Gaygayoma, stayed in the sky.

